
 
GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

One Georgia Center, 600 West Peachtree Street, NW 
Atlanta, Georgia 30308 
Telephone: (404) 631-1000 
 

Russell R. McMurry, P.E., Commissioner 

 
June 8, 2016 

 
 

Mr. Chris Bennett 
System Engineer Public Improvement 
Bridges and Structures Department 
Norfolk Southern Corporation 
1200 Peachtree Street, NE 
Atlanta, Georgia 30309  
Ph: 404-529-1641 
chris.bennett@nscorp.com 
 
 
SUBJECT:  Cobb Street Bridge over Norfolk Southern in the City of Lula 
   Bridge Structure ID 139-5038-0 
  
 
 
Mr. Chris Bennett: 
 
This letter is in response to your email dated May 20, 2016.  Thank you for your communication with the City 
of Lula in respect to finding a resolution that both parties can accept.  The Bridge Maintenance Office has been 
in communication with the City of Lula in regards to the future maintenance cost of the Cobb Street bridge, 
herein after refered to as “the Bridge,” if it were to be converted to a pedestrian bridge.  As far as feasibility of 
the replacement of the Bridge, the Department is not asking for the replacement but for the Bridge to be 
maintained.  One of the Department’s critical responsibilities is to inspect every bridge structure within the 
State of Georgia every two years to determine if a bridge is viable for vehicular traffic.  It is the Department’s 
goal to have necessary repairs performed to the structure to permit the bridge to be open for vehicular traffic. 
 
Once a bridge structure is load rated below three (3) tons, the bridge is closed to vehicular traffic.  The current 
load rating of the Bridge is below three (3) tons.  Consequently, GDOT has determined that the condition of the 
Bridge is no longer suitable for any vehicular traffic. 
 
Please keep us informed of the remedy for the subject bridge repair and may this letter serve as the 
Department’s written notice to Norfolk Southern of the necessity to repair and maintain the bridge.  Also, we 
would like to bring to the Railroad’s attention that in accordance to O.C.G.A. § 32-6-202, if the Railroad fails to 
comply with this order of the Department within 30 days after receipt of the order, then after notice and 
opportunity for a hearing, the railroad shall be subject to civil penalty in the amount of $500.00 per day from 30 
days after the date of receipt of the order of the Department. 
 
You may contact Lee Upkins at 404-631-1380 or Jill Franks at 404-631-1370 for further information or by mail 
addressed to Georgia Department of Transportation, Office of Utilities, 600 W. Peachtree St. NW, 10th Floor, 
Atlanta, Georgia 30308 or by e-mail at lupkins@dot.ga.gov or jfranks@dot.ga.gov.  
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       Sincerely, 
 

       
 
       Lee E. Upkins 
       State Utilities Engineer 
     
 
LEU:jlf 
 
Attachments 
 
cc:   Office of Utilities  
 David Painter, FHWA 
 John Hibbard, Director of Operations 
 Brent Cook, District 1 Engineer 
   Attn: Robby Oliver, District 1 Utilities Engineer 
 Dennis Bergin, City Manager, City of Lula 
 Andy Doyle, State Bridge Maintenance Engineer 
  Attn: Clayton Bennett 
  
 


